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Pkocion. That it is neither expedient nor just to make them; and that the prohibition would obviate and remove (to say nothing, of duplicity and servility) much injustice and discontent ; the two things against which every legislator should provide the most cautiously. General and positive laws should secure the order of succession, as far as unto the grandchildren of brother and sister: beyond and out of these, property of every kind should devolve to the commonwealth. Thousands have remained unmarried, that, by giving hopes of legacies, they may obtain votes for public offices ; thus being dishonest, and making others so, defrauding the community of many citizens by their celibacy, and deteriorating many by their ambition. Luxury and irregular love have produced in thousands the same effect. They cax% neither about offspring nor about offices, but gratify the most sordid passions at their country's most ruinous expense. If these two descriptions of citizens were prohibited from appointing heirs at their option, and obliged to indemnify the republic for their inutility and nullity, at least by so insensible a fine as that which is levied on them after death, the members would shortly be reduced to few, and much of distress and indigence, much of dishonour and iniquity, would be averted from the people of Athens.
Aeschines.   But services and friendships . . .
Phodon.   ... are rewarded by friendships and services.       4
Aeschines. You have never delivered your opinion upon this subject before the people.
Pkodon. While passions and minds are agitated, the fewer opinions we deliver before them the better. We have laws enough ; and we should not accustom men to changes. Though many things might be altered and improved, yet alteration in state-matters, important or unimportant in themselves, is weighty in their complex and their consequences. A little car in motion shakes all the houses of a street: let it stand quiet, and you or I could almost bear it on our foot: it is thus with institutions.
Aeschines.   On wills you have excited my inquiry rather than